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Elvis. The first name alone invokes images and soundshvgpark instant recognition.
While he may not have invented rock-n-roll, few can déay Elvis Presley helped transform a
musical fad into a national and international phenamem the process, he became one of the
most successful entertainers of the twentieth cerstndyone of its most controversial cultural
figures.

Presley was born into anonymity in Tupelo, MississippiJanuary 8, 1935. After years
of struggle against dwindling economic opportunities and eroditgss Presley's working class
family migrated to Memphis. In the West Tennesseeapetis, young Presley aspired to
overcome his feelings of invisibility. Inspired by moviars and entertainers, he developed a
penchant for flashy clothes, slicked-back hair, and lachefsirns. In his quest for identity, he
also turned to radio and absorbed an eclectic assortohemtsical styles: rhythm and blues,
country, pop, and both black and white gospel. Presley egriyathesized these various
styles into what became known as rockabilly.

In 1954 Presley made his first recordings for Sam p&iSun Records Company. He
also joined the Louisiana Hayride in Shreveport and toexéshsively throughout the South and
Southwest. By the end of 1955, when he signed with RC&s|&r had become one of the
hottest commodities in country music. Yet his new rganathe flamboyant Colonel Tom
Parker, sought a larger and more diversified audiendaidarlient. In 1956 Parker booked
Presley onto several network television programs, th& famous being his appearance on The
Ed Sullivan Show, which beamed the singer's charismahetoving rooms of millions of
viewers. Presley's popularity skyrocketed. Following unpradedeaecord sales, Hollywood
beckoned, and the singer became a movie idol in Love MéefeAs his fame rose, furor over a



black-derived and overtly sexual performance style mounted
across the nation. The criticisms only heightened
Presleymania. By 1958 he was the undisputed "King of Rock-
n-Roll."

Between 1956 and 1965 Presley dominated popular
music. Even a stint in the army failed to stifle hagplarity.
After 1960 he devoted his energy almost exclusively to
motion pictures. While the results did not bring hinticai
acclaim, he became one of the highest paid actorgof th
decade. Yet by the mid-1960s Presley's creativity and
influence appeared irreversibly diminished. A highly
successful television special in 1968, in which he returned to
his blues roots, revived his career, and Presley returned to
touring for the first time since the 1950s. To the astorestim
of many, Presley recaptured the vitality that charazgdrhis
early career. After 1973, however, personal difficujties
including a failed marriage, health problems, and ballooning
weight took a toll on the singer. On August 16, 1977, Presley

died of heart failure and complications from drug useodétisern version of the Horatio Alger
hero who challenged contemporary boundaries regarding nses, taste, race, and public
behavior, Presley remains a significant key to understgritle region and era from which he

emerged.

Sources: Michael Bertranitp://tennesseeencyclopedia;idichael BertrandRace, Rock, and Elv{dllinois, 2000); Greil

Marcus,Mystery Train: Images of America in Rock 'n' Roll Mitit. ed. (2008); Peter Guralnidlgst Train to Memphis: The

Rise of Elvis PreslefNew York, 1994).

Elvis A. Presley Meets Presiden

t Richard M. iXon
b .l

?;

Of all the requests made each year to the National yestor reproductions of photographs and documents, one
item has been requested more than any other. Thatritera,requested than the Bill of Rights or even the
Constitution of the United States, is the photograpghiaé Presley and Richard M. Nixon shaking hands on the
occasion of Presley's visit to the White House.



On December 21, 1970, Elvis Presley paid a visit to Prasikiehard M. Nixon at the White House in
Washington, D.C. The meeting was initiated by Prestdn wrote Nixon a six-page letter requesting a
visit with the President and suggesting that he be maBedetal Agent-at-Large" in the Bureau of
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs. The following materiaisrabling the Presley-Nixon meeting were
obtained from the Nixon Presidential Materials ProjethatNational Archives at College Park (College
Park, Maryland). UTIVE o )

Decembar 31, 1970

Dear Mr. Prasleay:

It was a pleasure to meet with you in my office

receatly, and I want you to know once again how

much I appreciate your thoughtfulness ic giving

me the comrmemorative World war II Colt 45

pistol, encased in the handsome wooden chast.

You wers particularly kind to remember me

with this lmpressive gift. as well as your family .
photographs, andl am delighted to have them for

my collection of special mementos.

With my bast wishes to you, Mre. Presley, and
to your daughter, Lisa, for a happy and peaceful
1971,

Sincerely,

Rlctirunl HIID!

Mpy. Kivis Prasley
Box 417
Madison, Temnssseas 3ITILS
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Richard Nixon December 31, 1970 letter to Elvis Presleidational Archives



6-page letter, as well as the transcript of Elvis’s imbduction to Nixon






















Front page of the New York Times, August 17, 1977 as well transcript of Elvis’s obituary by Molly Ivins



Elvis Presley, the first and greatest American rocktaticstar,
died yesterday at the age of 42. Mr. Presley, whoseatthbaritone and
blatant sexuality redefined popular music, was found uncorsaicine
bedroom of his home, called Graceland, in Memphis yésyeat 2:30
P.M.

He was pronounced dead an hour later at Baptist Memorial
Hospital, after doctors failed to revive him.

Dr. Jerry Francisco, the Shelby County coroner, wialacted
two-hour examination of the body, said "preliminary @gtofindings"
indicated that the cause of death was "cardiac arrhythwinach a
hospital spokesman defined as "an irregular and ineffelctiaet beat."
The coroner was not immediately able to determine#use of the
"cardiac arrhythmia."

Mr. Presley was once the object of such adulationtdsat-age
girls screamed and fainted at the sight of him. Healss denounced
for what was considered sexually suggestive conductagie sPreache
inveighed against him in sermons and parents forbade thigiren to
watch him on television. In his first television appeaeaon the Ed
Sullivan show, his act, which might be thought of asetéyntoday's
standards, was considered by the broadcasters to bargtakus that
the cameras showed him only from the waist up, lestiggling hips
show.

Mr. Presley's early hit songs are an indelible parh@fmhemorie
of anyone who grew up in the 50's. "Hound Dog," "HeartbreaklHotg
and "Blue Suede Shoes" were teen-age anthems. Like Snaatta in
the decade before and the Beatles a decade later, &dteyPwas more
than a singer--he was a phenomenon, with 45 gold recatsdld mor
than one million copies each.

Mr. Presley was a show-business legend before he wasa?$
old. At the age of 30 he was the highest-paid performireitistory of
the business. He made 28 films, virtually every one of thienwlous
personality vehicles and nearly all of them seconddratédest, but the
gross millions.

In recent years, Mr. Presley, who used to carry abébitpoundy
on a 6-foot frame, had been plagued with overweight.

A recently published book called "Elvis, What Happened?" Ly,

three of his former bodyguards alleged that the singegwas to using
amphetamines.
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History of Mild Hypertension

Dr. Francisco said yesterday that Mr. Presley hadtargisf mild hypertension and that
he had found evidence of coronary artery disease. Bdtiesé, the coroner said, could have
been "contributing causes" in Mr. Presley's death.

"But the specific cause may not be known for a week orpgending lab studies," he
said, adding, "It is possible in cases like this thatgpecific cause will never be known."

A hospital spokesman said that the coroner is requirdavibyo conduct an examination
if the case of death is not immediately apparent.

Responding to repeated questions about whether the autapssviealed any signs of
drug abuse, the coroner said the only drugs he had detectethosze¢hat had been prescribed
by Mr. Presley's personal physician for hypertensionaabidckage of the colon, for which he
had been hospitalized twice in 1975.

Dr. George Nichopoulos, Mr. Presley's personal physiclthe Associated Press that
Mr. Presley was last seen alive shortly after 9 ADM.Nichopoulos said that Mr. Presley had
been taking a number of appetite depressants, but thejimysaid they had not contributed to
his death.

Elvis Aaron Presley was born in a two-room house in Typdlss., on Jan. 8, 1935.
During his childhood, he appeared with his parents, Glaglyd/arnon Presley, as a popular
singing trio at camp meetings, revivals and church conwesti

The family moved to Memphis when Mr. Presley was 13ati#ended L. O. Humes High
School and worked as an usher in a movie theater. gftéeluation, he got a job driving a truck
for $35 a week. In 1953, Mr. Presley recorded his first sodgai $4 for the privilege; he took
the one copy home and played it over and over.

A shrewd song promoter called "Colonel" Thomas A. Pankes impressed by the early
records and took over the management of Mr. Preslegsrcavir. Presley toured in rural areas
under the sobriquet "The Hill Billy Cat." Colonel Parkarcharacter of P. T. Barnum
proportions, followed the credo, "Don't explain it, jusil £." He once observed, "I consider it
my patriotic duty to keep Elvis up in the 90 percent tax brtatke

When Colonel Parker went to negotiate with 20th Centarydh a film deal that would
be Mr. Presley's screen debut, the studio executivesativel the singer's youth and
inexperience. "Would $25,000 be all right?" one executivdlyiraked. Colonel Parker replied:
"That's fine for me. Now, how about the boy?"

"Heartbreak Hotel," Mr. Presley's first song hit, wadsased by RCA in January 1956. A
blood- stirring dirge about love and loneliness, it bunmedhe jukeboxes and eventually sold
two million copies.



A phenomenal string of hit songs followed, and Elvis Bsefan clubs sprouted all over
the world; membership at one time numbered 400,000.

In 1957, he went to Hollywood to make his first film, YteoMe Tender." It opened to
unanimous jeers from the critics and grossed betweerffidesix times what it cost to make.
His later films were conducted equally obnoxious by cinEsagdae critic remarked of
"Jailhouse Rock" that Mr. Presley had been "sensitiva$y as a slob." Mr. Presley responded,
"That's the way the mop flops."

Drafted Into the Army

In the spring of 1958, Mr. Presley was drafted into the Aasg private, an event that
caused as much stir as an average Super Bowl. "The Palvisg' was known, was stationed in
West Germany for two years and was given an ecstalmome home by his fans.

In 1967, Mr. Presley married Priscilla Beaulieu, the daugftan Air Force colonel.
They met during his military service, and had a daughter ciduisa Marie, born on Feb. 1,
1968. Although concrete details of their private life ramadisketchy through his deliberate
design, the fan magazines were full of reports of taledlifficulties, and the couple separated in
February 1972. They were divorced in Santa Monica, Cedifl973.

Mr. Presley was said to have been a shy person, and gaaeked interviews. He seems
to have been scarred by some of the early heavy pubbeit/returned from his stint in the
Army more withdrawn than he had been.

In the early 60's, he made no personal or even tadevigipearances, but earned $5
million a year simply by cutting a few records and makhrge movies a year. He made a
picture called "Harem Holiday" in 18 days and was paid $Jiomill

In the 70's Mr. Presley appeared with some frequencysrVegas, Nev., nightclubs.
Although he sometimes appeared bloated, he was still @tlentcshowman and audiences
always loved him.

In his nightclub act, he would occasionally parody hif&&his lip used to curl easier,”
he joked, referring to his one-time trademark of singingy @isneer.

It was believed that Mr. Presley neither smoked nor ditaunkaccording to the book by
his former aides, he depended heavily on stimulant andssgmtedrugs. He is also said to have
been depressed by the book's "iconoclastic” treatmdntrof

He was a generous and often sentimental man. He d@episned the death of his
mother, and kept a suite for his grandmother, Minnie Breateéhis home in Memphis.
The house, Graceland, was an 18-room $1 million mansidnanitkebox at the poolside. Mr.
Presley surrounded himself with a retinue of young menccdiie Memphis Mafia, who served
as bodyguards, valets and travel agents. He had a p&ssaars, especially Cadillacs, which he
tended to acquire in multiples.



Preferred Night Hours

Mr. Presley also gave Cadillacs away with startlimgj@rency. He would from time to
time see some stranger, nose pressed against a casshowmdow, and invite the person to
go inside and pick out the color he or she liked best. kssI® would then pay the entire cost
of purchase on the spot.

Mr. Presley was a nocturnal person who thrived whestmthers were asleep.
Maurice Elliott, a vice president and spokesman for Babsipital, said Mr. Presley had gone
to sleep yesterday morning at 6 A.M. Some time during theimy®r early morning hours, Mr.
Elliott said Mr. Presley visited a dentist. Then, betwd A.M. and 5:30 A.M. he played racket
ball on the court of his mansion, the hospital officeported.

When Mr. Presley was a patient in the hospital, Bliiott recalled, "he would put tin foil
over the windows. He would normally not get up until m@o thereafter, and not go to bed until
2,3, 4AM."

Mr. Presley's movie career ended in 1970, and in thathgearade a successful
television special. Critics remarked on how little lael laged. He kept in shape for years with
karate, in which he had a black belt. But his penchant famyebutter and banana sandwiches
washed down with soda finally caught up. In one of hisdpptarances, his trademark skintight
pants split open.

After his death became known yesterday, radio statiomsnd the country began playing
nothing but old Presley records. Mr. Presley recordedtatid albums, many of them
soundtracks of his films. They include "Loving You," "King Crebl&rankie and Johnny,"
"Paradise, Hawaiian Style," "Clambake" and "Speedway."

At his death, Mr. Presley had been an indelible pathehation's musical consciousness
for 20 years.

The funeral is being handled by the Memphis Funeral Héngpokesman said late
yesterday that arrangements had not been completed.

Mr. Presley is survived by his 9-year-old daughter, fathemgaaadmother. His father
and his daughter were reportedly at Graceland at thedtfitnis death.



