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TEAM TENNESSEE ROARS AT NATIONAL
HISTORY DAY OPENING CEREMONY

Tennessee’s NHD students demonstrate state pride asrdast to the sound of the Volunteer state during the callimigthe
50 states—All photographs, unless otherwise noted, are ceyrtd William E. Hardy

OPENING CEREMONIES, JUNE 13, 2010
University of Maryland, College Park

Forty-six of Tennessee’s best and brightest middle and kigbeshistory students are in College Park, Maryland
at the University of Maryland this week to take parhia 83" Annual National History Day contest, culminating
yearlong research projects designed to help them learn how tect@etiolarly research using both primary and
secondary sources—the skills of a historian.

The 2010 state finalists emerged from a field of nearlp@®fRudents that took part in National History Day
statewide this year. Participating students worked for nsdotiereate historical research projects relateldeo t
National History Day program’s 2010 theme, “Innovation in étigt Impact and Change.” After selecting topics
and completing extensive research, students presentadhelusions in various categories: documentaries,
museum-style exhibits, dramatic performances, hisibpiapers, and websites.

As thermometers inched upward into the low 90s, thousand&dfe and high school students from 49 states (the
lone exception being West Virginia) and several DepartmeDeténse schools made their way to the University
of Maryland’s quadrangle, in the heart of the campus in @®lRark, Maryland. In the shadow of the University's
main library, students, parents, and teachers gatheréae Opening Ceremonies led by NHD Executive Director



Cathy Gorn (who has been involved with NHD for 26 yearsn @lecing &' at the national contest as a student).
The main attraction at Registration and the Openingi@eny is the exchanging of state buttons—each state
designs its own button. Each participating student is giveenadssee button for each participating state or
Department of Defense school in various European and ®eetfintries. Instituted in order for students from
across the nation to meet one another, the objectivéuiderss is to exchange their state button for another and
thus collect a button for each NHD delegation. The exchargfibgttons is one of the most attractive features of
the national contest for the students and continues on thnautieoOpening Ceremonies.

During the Opening Ceremony, Gorn led the traditional cabiingtates, which is a contest within the contest, as
students shout when they hear their state called. At 46 ssudemnessee is one of the largest states in attendance
and it showed as the Volunteer state was announced. THANNESSEE had an opportunity to bond and get to
know one another at a state delegation meeting held prioe ©pening Ceremony by Tennessee History Day
state coordinator Kelly Wilkerson (Tennessee History Bayordinated by the Tennessee Historical Society. For
more information segww.tennesseehistory.org/historydlawilkerson briefed the students, parents, and teachers
assembled on the week-long activities from the contest glehtela Wednesday planned visit with Senator Bob
Corker on the steps of the U.S. Capitol. Students then pattd in a scavenger hunt that enabled students from
the state’s four districts (East, Middle, West, andtBeast—the latter district consisting of 7 counties masdting

the Alabama and Georgia state line) to get to know one armttarding out information about one another.

NHD staff led the calling of the participating state degjations during the Opening Ceremonies.



DAY 1 (JUNIOR DIVISION JUDGING), JUNE 14, 2010
University of Maryland, College Park

State Coordinator Kelly Wilkerson signals Tennessee studemessemble for the Opening Ceremonies
A Message from Kelly Wilkerson, Tennessee History Baordinator

Hello, Team Tennessee!!

| wanted to let everyone know that Tennessee has one Junior Division student in the documentary finals. Emma
Grace Thompson will present her project "Innovation Ends Isolation: The Effect of the Telephone on a Small
Appalachian Community" tomorrow at 5:45 in the Margaret Brent Room in the Stamp Student Union.

If you can, come out and support Emma as she represents Tennessee in the finals.

As you all remember, only finalists for performance and documentary are announced. All winners will be
announced at Thursday's award ceremony.

At the award ceremony on Thursday, Emily and | would like for all Tennessee students to sit together as a team in
the first 3-4 rows of our section. All parents are welcome and encouraged to sit in the rows behind the students.
Remember to wear your red t-shirts! We'll be in Section J of the Cole Field House.

What to look for on DAY 2, Senior Division Judging and Junior Finak: Team Tennessee has some
veteran students competing in the Senior division, including Hannah Cleveligar (Adividual
Documentary in 2009 NHD contest) and Maranda Vandergr#ffJ2 Group Documentary in 2009 NHD
contest). Emma Grace Thompson will compete in the Finals of Junierdadi Documentaries.



Monroe County Student’s Documentary
on Coker Creek Advances to the FINALS

Emma Grace Thompson distributes copies of her Process PapdrAnnotated Bibliography to the judges prior to showing
her documentary film “Innovation Ends Isolation: The Effeatf the Telephone on a Small Appalachian Community.”

Emma Grace Thompson, a three-year veteran NHD participsttidgnt from Coker Creek in Monroe County who
missed making the final round in Exhibits at last yeaaBonal contest, has advanced to the finals thisigear
Junior Individual Documentaries. Adhering to the NHD annuaite of “Innovation in History: Impact and
Change,” Thompson's film highlights the innovation of the teleplamutkits impact and change on her own
community, which she describes as a small “rustic maurtage settled by the Scotch-Irish in the 1800s.”
Thompson argues that since its settlement, Coker Creekinased largely isolated from technological
innovations and other amenities. Even today, there is hdazedervice available to its residents.

Thompson uses a film clip from the Beverly Hillbillies lastrate not only Hollywood's portrayal of Appalachia,
but also to capture a sense of an Appalachian familyiatiso from technologies long available in cities and larger
communities. She points out that in 1956 there were 670,000m&aidelephones in the state of Tennessee. It was
in this year, that the first phones were installed ikeCc&reek. Prior to the introduction of the telephone in €oke
Creek, its residents passed information by word afitmorl he impact of the telephone on the community was
immediate. Residents of Coker Creek could now pick upephehe to speak to family and friends rather than walk
up or down the mountain several miles. Maney Murphy, deasiof Coker Creek and owner of Murphy’'s General
Store, recalled in an interview conducted by Thompson hieaihtroduction of the telephone changed her
customer’s patterns as many now phoned in their orders.

Looking at both sides of this year’s NHD annual theme, Thomps$so is careful to note a negative impact and
change of the introduction of the telephone in a rural Appaladommunity that safeguards its traditions. The



long-held tradition of face-to-face social interaction, kn@g visiting, has greatly declined since the 1950s, a trend
Coker Creek residents attribute to the telephone.

Thompson has spent nearly a year on her project and imdbess has interviewed family and long-time Coker
Creek residents, Charles Hall, who introduced the teleptootiiee community, and noted Appalachian scholars Dr.
Chad Berry (Berea College, KY) and Dr. Mark Banker B/&chool, Knoxville). As one of the 14 projects
advancing to the final round of the Junior Individual DocuentThompson has an opportunity to earn the third
medal in 4 years for Tennessee in the documentary catég@@07 Caroline Holland of Knoxville won third

place for her project on the “Clinton 12" and last yearakda Vandergiff, Elisa Vandergriff, and Elijah Gray won
second place for their Junior Group Documentary on Dr. Rébdrhomas, a doctor and minister who practiced in
the Gatlinburg/Pittman Center communities. Thompson corgtiimua tradition of Tennessee students who have
enjoyed success at the national contest with local topizsnpson will compete in the final round on Tuesday
evening at 5:45 p.m. The Awards Ceremony is scheduled fmsdiay 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and will be streamed
live on the History Channel website’s main page.

2010 NATIONAL HISTORY DAY PHOTO GALLERY

Kiyoko Reidy (Greenway School, Knox County) enjoys a ligltnnent with one of the
judges as she warms up for her Junior Individual Performance bgyphg a few notes.



Miriam Ryburne (Greenway School, Knox County) fields guess during the Judges’ Interview following the showing of
her documentary, “Peace Through Children: CISV, An Innovatidith a Global Impact.”



Dillan Edwards’s (Mountain View Elementary, McMinn Countyproject on Upton Sinclair's famous novel, The Jungle,
sits on display for public viewing following the Junior Indivigih Exhibit judging.



Tyler Hounshell’s (New Center Elementary School, Sev@ounty) exhibit, “Proving the Past: The Innovation of
Radiocarbon Dating” sits for public viewing following Junior Indidual Exhibit judging.



TEAM TENNESSEE: PARTICIPATING STUDENTS

Junior Individual Exhibit
Dillan Edwards (Mountain View Elementary, Etowah) “Thengle."Teacher: Kimberly Powers.

Tyler Hounshell (New Center Elementary, Seviervillejdng the Past: The Impact of Radiocarbon Dating.”
Teacher: Rebecca Byrd.

Junior Group Exhibit
Caroline Rader & McKynlea Cable (New Center Element3syierville) “Fight for the Right: The Impact of the
19th Amendment.Teacher. Rebecca Byrd.

Stetson Spain, Patrick Perry, Jesse Holt, and Justes Yao Byrns Middle School, Cedar Hill) “From the
Farmhand to the Farm Machine: Cotton Picking Machifiedcher. Eric Hagan.

Junior Individual Documentary
Emma Grace Thompson (Homeschool, Coker Creek) “Innovation Ealddion: The Effect of the Telephone on a
Small Appalachian CommunityTeacher: Sharron Thompson.

Miriam Ryburne (Greenway School, Knoxville) for her project'Beace Through Children: CISV, An Innovation
with Global Impact."Teacher: Liz Shugart.

Junior Group Documentary
Sophia Henderson, Graham Hardison, Brandon Babbitt, and ®Riey (Episcopal School of Knoxville) “Women
in the Workforce: How World War 1l Changed American Wam-orever. Teacher: Ellen Petree.

Anne Batcheller & Alexa Ewan (Episcopal School of KnoxvillEpe Creation of Labor Laws After the Triangle
Shirtwaist Fire."Teacher: Ellen Petree.

Junior Individual Performance
Kiyoko Reidy (Greenway School, Knoxville) “All That Jazz:
An American Innovation with an Impact on Music and Cultufe@acher: Liz Shugart.

Junior Group Performance
Ashleanne Zachary and Logan Craig (First Baptist Acad&mgxville) “Songs of Freedom.Teacher: Darrell
Vandergriff.

Junior Website, Individual and Group Combined
Tristan Hightower (Concord Christian School, Knoxvilleh#Atomic Bomb Disseminates America’s Position:
United States Poised for VictoryTeacher. Tammy Lightholder.

Logan Garrett (Vonore Middle School) “Code Talkers: The Code@lould Not Be CrackedTeacher. Justin
Woody.

Junior Individual Paper
Ruth Simberloff (Greenway School, Knoxville) “In Dangertoftinction: Impact and Innovation of the Endangered
Species Act."Teacher: Liz Shugart.

Abby Huber (Greenway School, Knoxville) “The Montessori Met: An Innovation in EducationTeacher: Liz
Shugart.



Senior Individual Exhibit
Caitlyn Sundkamp (Walden Home School, Signal Mountain) “A &tadf Time: John Harrison’s Sea Clocks.”
Teacher: Linda Neuhoff.

Jeremy Meister (First Assembly Christian School, Corflti@ame Like a Flash of Lightning- The Innovation of
Nikola Tesla."Teacher: Scott Johnson.

Senior Group Exhibit
Sarah Stokely, Jessi Reed, and Katie Caughron (CoaketyCdigh School, Newport) “The Cotton Gin.”
Teacher: Clay Blazer.

Celeste McAlpin-Levitt, Rebekah Rhea, Katie Smith, Btadleline Stinnett (West High School, Knoxville) “Still
Standing: Leg Braces and AFO’Seacher: Candace Greer.

Senior Individual Documentary
Hannah Clevenger (Gatlinburg-Pittman High School, Gatlinbtigxfire: Preserving the Past, Changing the
Future.”Teacher: Rebecca Byrd.

Caroline Rhodes (Lebanon High School, Lebanon) “The Polio Vaccine:
More than a Syringe.Teacher. Carrie Pfeiffer.

Senior Group Documentary
Maranda Vandergriff & Lydia Taylor (Homeschool, PowellglKing Leaves: Innovation of the Written
Language."Teacher. Katie Vandergriff& Lisa Taylor.

Brandon Holt & Cindy Ma (Martin Luther King Magnet- Peaifhl School, Nashville) “The Nashville Sit-Ins: An
Innovation in Non-Violent Demonstrationsl’eacher: Fred Artibee.

Senior Website, Individual and Group Combined
Robert Hernandez & Gary Moats (Polk County High Schoaht®® “Lights, Camera, Action: The Impact of
Television on Society.Teacher. Dewey Esquinance.

Jason Van der Merwe (Homeschool, Knoxville) “The Proxirkitize: A Killer Innovation Which Saved Lives.”
Teacher: Meryl Van der Merwe.

Senior Individual Paper
Thalia Spinrad (University School of Nashville) “Scientologyhe 1950s & 1960s: The Creation of the First
Perpetually Changing Religious Doctrin@éacher: Pat Miletich.

Savannah Lockwood (West High School, Knoxville) “The Eieddhair: Sparks of ControversyTeacher:
Candace Greer.

Senior Individual Performance
Michelle Woodruff (McMinn Central High School, Etowah) “MargaSanger and the Birth Control Movement.”
Teacher: Teri Blair.

Brandie McConkey (Sequoyah High School, Madisonville) “AC/D@e Btory of Tesla.Teacher: Lance
McConkey.

Senior Group Performance
Jazmine Houston, Amber Toles, Tierra Collier, and #iyrice (Ridgeway High School, Memphis) “The Cotton
Gin & Enslaved Workers.Teacher. Nancy Parrish.

Isaiah Bolden, Helen Shi, Hannah Park, Erin Amlickézl§ah Wilson (Martin Luther King Jr. Magnet- Pearl
High School, Nashville) “Vaccination: The Musical'tacher: Fred Artibee.



